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Prof. Hala Abou Aly, LSE-
Egypt president meets
ELITE

Cairo: Ramy Magdy, Malak Ashraf, Salsabil Ayman

ELITE Magazine is honoured to meet Prof. Hala Abou Ali
(FEPS Professor of Economics and President LSE- Egypt
Branch), in her office at the European Universites in Egypt
(EUE) headquarters in the New Administrative Capital, and
here are the details of her interesting interview.

@ Starting off, how did your relationship with the Faculty of
Economics and Political Science start, and why did you choose
this faculty particularly?

I was raised by two economists, both of my parents (Dr. Sultan
Abou Ali and Dr. Hanaa Kheir El Din) are graduates of the
Faculty of Commerce, Department of Economics, and by the
time I joined the Faculty of Economics and Political Science,
my mother - may God have mercy on her - was already one of
the faculty’s professors, and that made me hesitant at first to
join the same faculty where my mother worked, especially since
my parents were among the geniuses of Economics. Despite my
initial preference to join the Faculty of Engineering and study
architecture - I was in the scientific section in my secondary
education - my father did not encourage this because of my
various interests and my keenness on doing activities beside my
studies and he thought that the faculty of Economics and
Political Science is better suited for this n addition to its
relevance to my thought more. After considering options as: the
Faculty of Commerce, the then Institute of Urban Planning, and
the Faculty of Economics and Political Science, the decision
settled on the latter.

@ During your student life, how was your relationship with
student activities and your professors?

I joined the Department of Statistics in the faculty because of
my love for mathematics. My relationship with student activities
was very limited due to the nature of the Statistics Department
studies, but I had other activities outside the faculty. As for my
relationship with the professors, I used to deal with them very
cautiously at first due to the fact that all of them had a prior
acquaintance of my parents and thus I knew some of them
personally before I joined the faculty. Despite excelling in my
studies and being the first among my class, I did not use to
speak a lot in my lectures, however, my personality would
immediately appear in my conversations with professors
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because of my tendency for discussion and persuasion, as was the
case at home. I enjoyed my time in the faculty as a student, but I
loved it even more when I started teaching there, and then I formed
friendships with my former professors.

@ Despite your major in statistics, your doctoral dissertation at the
University of Gothenburg in Sweden was about environmental
economics - of course it’s challenging to convince people of the
economic feasibility of protecting the environment and facing
climate change - in your opinion, what are the most important
economic feasibility points for protecting the environment and
facing climate change?

Understanding the economic feasibility of protecting the
environment must come first from the political leadership and must
be accompanied by numerical proof. For example, the transition to
clean energy requires huge investments at first, but leads, in the long
run, to a lower cost and a greater return. Therefore, we must take
into account not only the operation and maintenance costs of clean
energy, but also the cost of environmental degradation and its
impact on the Gross Domestic Product (GDP). Another example is
the campus - here - in the Administrative Capital, we have been
keen, from the beginning, on making it a “green campus”, and this
had many consequences, including those related to smoking, waste
recycling and planning for the use of solar energy. Speaking of the
economic feasibility of restricting smoking, it achieves affects both
the personal and society level as well. As it saves for the individual
a large portion from his income by reducing expenses in that
direction, or perhaps a subsequent expense in health care, and also
reduces the state health care expenses owing to the treatment of
many non-communicable diseases due to smoking. Another issue is
garbage, and here in the campus we adopted the Sorting method to
provide a greater opportunity for waste recycling. But all these
attempts need the generalization of implementation, because a topic
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like clean energy requires the main energy grid to allow the
usage of clean energy, especially the process of energy
storage, as it is the most expensive phase in this regard.
Therefore, I have always dreamed - especially in light of
Egypt's hosting of COP27 for climate change and the current
mega projects such as the administrative capital - of a truly
green smart city, but I understand that this requires huge
investments and a shift of general culture as well. However, 1
believe that the Egyptian culture has potential of adaptation
to such a change yet, the cultural development must be
accompanied by institutional policies and supervision. I
remember the time when the whole world started the use of
lead-free petrol and in a strange phenomenon, Egypt was the
only country that was able to reduce the percentage of lead in
gasoline to zero overnight and not gradually, and this was a
result of awareness in decision-making.

@ Among your rich career is your selection as the Secretary-
General for the National Council for Childhood and
Motherhood. Tell us about that experience, what it added to
you and what you added to it?

My selection for this position took me by surprise, because I
was initially offered the position of the director of the
National Population Council, since population issues was
one of my interests as one of the aspects of economic
development, and not as the Secretary-General for the
National Council for Childhood and Motherhood. At that
time, the Minister of Population was Prof. Dr. Hala Youssef,
and I was surprised by her offer for me to be the Secretary-
General for the National Council for Childhood and
Motherhood instead. At that time, I was teaching at the
Faculty of Economics and Political Science, in addition to

Y
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working on a project: The Open Access Micro Data Initiative
(OAMDI) for the MENA region in the Economic Research
Forum. The Minister told me that she would need my presence
more in this council. And it was indeed a challenging task, as it
was not an area of focus for me before, and unfortunately, I still
feel that childhood issues have not gained sufficient attention.
During the year in which I assumed this position, the core of the
childhood issues in Egypt, as I have concluded, was poverty
and not just the social one but the multidimensional one which
includes cultural, infrastructure, basic services and other
factors. Cultural poverty, which includes weak family bonds,
leads to problems such as: street children, which is mainly
caused by raising up of children in poor conditions, so they end
up working in a young age and might prefer living on streets to
their homes in case of abuse at home or misuse of their work
returns. Another problem is early marriage, and I do not mean
child marriage, because the age of marriage in Egypt is
eighteen, while girls are considered as minors until the age of
twenty-one (the age of majority). But what I mean is early
marriage in general, which in many cases results from social
poverty or cultural poverty; which is the belief of families that
early marriage is best for girls. Another issue is the illegal
immigration of children which have receded due to the role of
the Armed Forces and the Coast Guard. Among the most
important issues is domestic violence against children and
women as well. Throughout the period I worked in the council,
I witnessed harsh situations and complaints in such a case. All
of these problems boil down to multidimensional poverty. I
believe this experience took the theoretical dimension of my
studies to a practical one.
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@ You have been appointed in the former parliamentary term
as a member of the House of Representatives by the President.
Tell us about the experience of working as a parliamentarian,
and what did it add to you?

Of course, it was a great honor for me to be assigned such a
position, and that experience was indeed very rich, as it lasted
for five years. In fact, the experience I got while working in
the Council for Childhood and Motherhood helped me greatly
with my work in the Parliament and was a solid basis for it.
One of the most important lessons that I concluded from this
experience - especially in light of my keenness on my research
work during that period - is the necessity of posing research
questions of a policy-related nature. And I understood the gap
between scientific research and the view of decision-makers
because of two main factors: the way the research question is
posed, and the actual proposition of an answer to the question
later on. Also, the theme of the research is often too theoretical
to be considered by the decision maker. That is why I always
encourage my post-graduate students to publish a policy paper
together with their research that is more comprehensible for
the reader. This was what helped me perform my job more
efficiently as a Member of the Parliament. An issue that
interested me then was for the legislative framework to be
supportive of sustainable development and its objectives, more
comprehensible, firmly implemented, and holding people
accountable more quickly and efficiently. And I considered it

.an area that needs more work
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| One of my rich experiences during that period was the opportunity

to be elected as the President of the Arab Parliamentarians forum for
Population and Sustainable Development, and I represented Egypt
and the Arab nations in various forums and visits to parliaments
around the world. This experience was centered on how the
sustainable development goals are implemented globally and
monitored by parliaments. This is because achieving sustainable
development requires integration and coordination between all
And according to the structure of
parliaments, there are committees corresponding to the different

sectors and institutions.
ministries, and in my opinion, there should be a committee that
includes all the different sectors to monitor the government work
and the consistency of legislation that ensures achieving the goals of
sustainable development. Finally, being an assigned member and not
an elected one gave me the space to go through such different
experiences, including: my selection as the Vice President for the
Forum of Legislators for Peace on Roads in the Middle East and
West Asia, as an initiative by the World Health Organization
(WHO) and then globally.

@ Among the positions you have assumed is working in two
committees in the Supreme Council of Culture and chairing one of
them. In your opinion, what is the relationship between culture and
economics that was behind your selection for this position?

I was a member of the Environmental Committee and chaired the
Economic Committee of the Supreme Council of Culture. Economic
culture is very important, as it educates people and presents the
economic issues in a simplified manner. I also believed that it was
the council's mission to educate about the “economic development
behavior”. And I thought at that time that the dialogue in
educational seminars and discussions should be made easier to
comprehend, especially since that period witnessed many economic
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reforms and measures that a citizen had to be aware of in
order to accept and even support them. In addition, the
Supreme Council of Culture evaluates scientific works and
awards the country’s different prizes.

@ We are definitely proud of you assuming the position of
the Dean of the London School of Economics and Political
Science (LSE) Programs at the European Universities
Branch in the New Administrative Capital — In your
opinion, what can this project add to the higher education in

Egypt?

I was honored, of course, to be chosen for this position and
that Minouche Shafik (Nemat Shafik), President of the
London School of Economics and Political Science (LSE),
delivered the news of my selection for this position. I went
to London in 2019 to meet her, and at that time I was still a
Member of Parliament, so I intended to occupy this
position temporarily. At that time, a presidential decree had
not been issued yet to establish the institution of the
European universities in Egypt and among its goals is
hosting branches of European universities which are
currently two branches: one for the London university
which is a federal university which includes 17 member
institutes the London School of
Economics and Political Science (LSE) and the other
branch is for the University of Central Lancashire (UCL).
And after the issuance of the Presidential decree to
establish the European universities in March 2021, a
director of each branch had to be appointed by the Minister

among which is:

of Higher Education based on a nomination from the hosted
university. I was surprised by my nomination by the
University of London for its branch here in the
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Administrative Capital, and not only as a dean of the London @ Finally, what advice does Prof. Hala Abou Ali have for our
School of Economics and Political Science (LSE). The faculty’s students and graduates?
| university hosts 30 different academic programs under the I encourage students to take advantage of their time at the Faculty of
academic supervision of 7 of the member institutes of the Economics and Political Science, where there is a plenty of
University of London including: Economics, Political esteemed professors and the various activities are at a competitive
Sciences, Finance, Management, Law, Psychology, Data level to its counterparts worldwide. Also, Take advantage of the
Science and Computer Sciences; a program that has various ability to establish yourselves in a balanced way between academic
unique departments that encourage innovation and creativity excellence and extracurricular activities.
and thus attract many students and even graduates such as:
Virtual Reality, Artificial Intelligence and Game
Development.
I think that the idea of hosting these branches is an excellent
one if implemented well and shall add a lot to the higher
education in Egypt since the LSE is ranked 2nd in the world
in social sciences and Management - after Harvard - and UCL
comes 8th in the international ranking of universities the 15th
in law. Also, it will be an opportunity to get a similar degree
from the hosted European universities in Egypt without the
need to travel abroad, because students who study abroad at
that age often end up settling there. In addition, these
partnerships increase the provision of interaction based on
engagement and deep knowledge of emerging technologies.
Moreover, it provides a potential for partnerships in the [y
scientific research, as well as receiving more students from Q?_)@
§ Arab and Asian countries to study, here in Egypt, where #pf
cultures are more alike. Thus, it strengthens Egypt's position
in higher education in the Arab region. Finally, this will
increase competition among universities to improve the
' quality of education and increase the competing ability of the
students themselves among their peers worldwide and in the
main branch of the university in London as they are ranked
- globally among them.
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CLIMATE CHANGE AND ITS IMPLICATIONS ON EGYPT: BRIEF
OF A PROMISING SYMPOSIUM

Mohamed Elsawy, Assile Mostafa, Marc Nabil

Under the high patronage of Dr. / Mohamed Othman
Elkhosht, President of Cairo University, the Faculty of
Economics and Political Science was honored to hold a
symposium On Change Climate and its repercussions on
Egypt”,.an event that took place on the evening of Sunday
26/12/2021 at 4 Pm, and in the presence of Mr. Amr
Moussa, the former Foreign Ministry and President of the
Cairo University Alumni Association, and his deputy, Dr.
Heba Nassar - Emeritus Professor At the Department of
Economics and the former Vice President of the
University, and upon her invitation, Her Excellency the
Minister of Environment, Dr. Yasmine Fouad via an online
conference tool.

The symposium started with a warm welcome from our
Dean, Dr. Mahmoud Al-Saeed, honoring the guests and
students, and stressing that this event illustrates the
nucleus and seed of serious participation and hard work
by the Faculty of Economics and Political Science in the

--------
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climate issue and that the coming period will witness
more work on climate issues and in a broader
framework

along with the participation of several parties. This was
followed by the speech of Dr. Amr Moussa, whose
Excellency paid a mindful tribute to the students of our
faculty, praising their hard work and inspirational
knowledge, as it goes without saying that our faculty has
had an honourable history, carved by serious work of its
members at the international and regional levels. His ‘*
Excellency then highlighted the importance of involving
young people in the policy-making process related to
climate issues, and that their contribution will add in
more effectiveness. Both were then followed by d. Heba :
Nassar, who from now on moderated the seminar who
believed the same about the importance of the youth's
input in climate matters.

And subsequently, her Excellency, Minister Dr. Yasmine
Fouad began her symposium on climate change and its
repercussions on Egypt, which was preceded by a warm
welcome and many thanks for her serious and fruitful
participation in the event. She pointed up to Egypt's role
in the climate file at the global level, and the most
important strategies and axes that The Ministry of
Environment is currently working on, both on the short
and long run, including the National Strategy for Climate
Change in Egypt 2050, Which was launched within the
activities of the Glasgow Climate Summit in Scotland.
This strategy is centred around five main objectives: 1-
Achieving sustainable economic growth, 2- Flexibility

_f




business governance and management, 4- Improving
infrastructure 5- Promoting scientific research and
technology transfer, and in turn, these goals are based
on several axes, the most important of which is defining
roles and responsibilities, localizing infrastructure for
financing climate activities, and promoting banking Green
- and innovative financing mechanisms.

Her Excellency continued displaying more efforts
regarding Egypt's participation in the Glasgow Summit,
noting that many fellow ministries have praised the
contribution and activity of the ministry of Environment in

meetings as well as bilateral conferences were held in
order to enhance means of cooperation in climate issues,
and to emphasize Egypt's leadership in the region and
the continent regarding climate change. Henceforth,
efforts should be invested in establishing fruitful
cooperation frameworks on all levels, and fortunately, the
climate conference resulted in the establishment of the
African Resilience and Adaptation Center in Cairo seeking
the promotion of further continental and international
cooperation, as well as to provide advice and support to
decision makers.

It has been officially announced that Egypt will host the
s (CONference of the States Parties to the United Nations
Convention for upcoming climate change COP27 in
Sharm El Sheikh in November 2022, which indeed marks

w a tangible proof of Egypt's role seriousness.

Dr. continued. Jasmine carried on outlining the main
issues in climate change, such as fluctuations in the four
seasons, daily weather, and unseasonal rain, as well the
. rise of temperatures above estimated averages, not to
mention droughts and desertification and the high
evaporation rates.

The precedents are mostly due to the conventional
pollution sources, including the tons of pollutants that

AR

the matter of climate change, and how a number of

are emitted daily from vehicles and industrial activities
and others....

That said, the green transformation has become an
urgent necessity and an urgent need, and not just a
proposed strategy: Egypt has had a long history of
achievements under its frameworks of sustainable
development, its environmental dimension, and its §
thirteenth goal (climate action) according to its SDG's list:
In fact, Egypt currently hosts more than thirty projects,
the most important of which are renewable energy
projects, such as: “Benban” for solar energy, “Jabal al-
Zayt" for wind energy, and other projects.

She also stated that Egypt would participate in the joint
international action to reduce emissions to zero by mid- ¥
century, limiting global temperature rise to 1.5 degrees *
annually, as intended by the agenda of the 2015 Paris '
Climate Agreement. This could also be achieved through
acceleration of the phase via investment in the green
economy and the reduction of fossil energy, as well as ©
the involvement of civil society organizations whose role
is undoubtedly important. Adding to that mobilizing
funding and promises made by rich countries to provide
100 billion In support of the climate file, it is worth '
mentioning that Egypt's percentage of the world's total
emissions of carbon dioxide Carbon dioxide does not
exceed 0.6%, which is a very small percentage compared
to the United States, 22.2% and China’s 18.4%.

The attendees had the opportunity to ask their
questions regarding the climate file, and Her Excellency
answered all questions in general: we mention the most |
important and relevant ones: Boris Johnson and his ¢
statements about the sinking of the city Alexandria, are |
they carefully stated or just speculation? DrJasmine
replied declarations by Johnson that Alexandria, Miami |
and Shanghai would drown if the temperature rose The
Earth's temperature is 4 degrees Celsius are correct,
and such a statement must be taken seriously and not
for an idle speculation, especially that climate change
has dire demographic effects. Dr.Amr Moussa added to
the latter, that there are indeed islands that have been
flooded already and have completely disappeared as a
result of melting snow and rising sea levels.

Another question asker wondered about the great
burden that the Ministry of Environment bears on its
shoulders,with a file as large and extensive as the
climate file, except that d. Yasmine replied that the
Ministry of Environment is not a working ministry alone,
but rather an entire sector that operates under it, with
the cooperation and input of many research centres,
universities and organizations, also noting the

integration and synergy with many ministries, led by the




Ministry of Electricity and renewable energy
in conducting most of the projects targeting
climate sustainability.

Finally, the symposium was concluded with

% the speech of the Minister / Amr Moussa,

| stressing that the pivotal role of the Ministry
is in constant increase, provide full support
side by side and engaging societies at all its
levels, and his Excellency concluded his
speech with the statement (Plant a tree or
prevent a tree being cut down)!

Similarly, Dr. Mahmoud Al-Saeed expressed
his thanks and gratitude to His Excellency
the Minister for her serious and effective
participation and her time and effort
contributions, and reaffirmed the college's
hosting of many activities and events
. regarding the climate file, and on the
m=== Sidelines of that, His Excellency stated that
the college is fully prepared to launch a
simulation model for the Twenty-seventh
session of the Conference of the States
Parties to the United Nations Framework
Convention on Change Climate COP27 in
cooperation  with  the  Ministry  of
Environment, similar to the simulation
P model of the International Conference

Parties to the United Nations Convention

A%

Parties to the United Nations Convention
against Corruption COP9.

Finally, Dr. Heba Nassar thanked all the
attendees, led by d. Mohamed Sami, Vice
President

Cairo University for Environment and
Society Affairs, and Dr. Mamdouh Ismail,
Vice Dean for Environmental and
Community Affairs, who thanked and
saluted her Excellency the Minister of
Environment, Yasmine Fouad, noting the
forthcoming fruitful cooperation between
the Ministry of Environment and Faculty of
Economics and Political Science.
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THE TORN PHOTOGRAPH

Prof. Hanan M. Aly, Vice Dean for Education and Student Affairs

One day, she was sitting in her house, filtering
through her album of memories, recalling and
reminiscing about all that has since passed. She let
out a series of pained cries, astonished at how quickly
the years had passed by and how loved ones had gone
away -- one after the other in succession; and so she
suffered nothing but loss.

Her tears flowed and streamed down her face for her
many heartbreaks and unfulfilled wishes.

She stopped at a picture of her younger self, with her
hair braided as if she were a princess.

She grew up with a loving mother and father, kind
siblings and a family that had always stood together,
side by side.

She had been raised to have good morals, righteous
qualities, and a sound nature.

She went back to flipping through the photographs
until she reached one of herself back when she was a
university student.

Back then, she used to have calm, quiet features. She
was also known for her tolerance and forgiveness and
used to follow in the footsteps of every successful
person she knew.

She joined her college and strived to obtain the
highest grades and to rise up with knowledge.

Translation by: The English Editing Team

During her senior year and after a long, hectic school
day, she met him around sunset.

He who was always failing classes, full of flaws.

He had come to her asking her help, to borrow her
lecture notes and exam preparation material.

She had hesitated at first, but he soon narrated his sob
story of how archery was his sport and how he never
found any care from his family. He convinced her
that he now planned to finish his studies and to walk
on the guided path of salvation.

So, she gave him hope for success just as his struggle
impressed her more and more. She decided to walk
this road with him, with the goal of making him
succeed, for she had fallen captive to him. How could
she not when he surrounded her with his looks,
delighted her ears with his words and shared his
wishes with her?

She didn't pay attention, neither to his oversights nor
his slip ups; even his escapades, she turned a blind
eye to them.

As for him, he found in her his ambition, and he
made winning her his goal, his mission. It is because
she was the one who would save him from his
stumble.

So, he threw at her arrows from his quiver, deluded
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her into thinking that she had enraptured his soul and
that she was the sole winner of his love.

He kept constantly repeating to her that she was his
mermaid, drawing him to the shore where the waves
crashed; that she was his guiding candle, lighting his
path whenever he strayed away; that she was his
garden's ever-blooming flower whenever the wind
blew.

For that reason, she believed, supported and assisted
him.

She built her dreams above the clouds and made her
way towards the mirage with mist-covered eyes.

They vowed to marry but her father refused, pointing
out the lengthy distance between them in both social
status and creative thinking, thus deeming any form
of entanglement between them pointless.

He had advised her, saying:

"My daughter, don't rush after deceptive, misleading
emotions, don't cling onto false dreams, and don't
listen to lying delusions. I see the reality clearly and
the evidence in front of me is shining bright; this
young man is nothing but a player."

Despite her father's words, she deafened her ears,
closed her eyes and stopped her thinking. She tried all
that she could to convince her father otherwise, until
he reluctantly agreed having grown restless.

He gave in to her request, in the hopes that it would
fulfill her happiness and draw her smile.

And so, she wore her wedding dress, singing merrily
in her garden of illusions, and flew in the sky of her
dreams.

For a few days, she lived happily but after which soon
the masks fell, and it turned out she was delusional
for what laid in the chests had been revealed and all
the evils had appeared. The road had diverted to woe.

It all fell to her hands, but she was stuck between a
rock and a hard place. Does she complain to her
family, or does she endure her living hell?

She decided on the latter, to suffer the consequences
of her choice and to hold her sorrows in her heart and
to reap what she had sown.

With her husband, she tried all the various means to
prevent him from walking the inauspicious path,
and appearing as
reprehensible. However, it was impossible for him to

reaching the inevitable fate,

respond to anything she did, as he had deafened his
ears, followed his illusions, and harshened his words.
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The days went by gloomy, grave events befell her, and
she saw despicable qualities in him.

She tried to change him to who she thought he was
when they first met, but how could he change when he
bears all the wrong qualities. This went on until her life
consisted of mourning and wailing.

All these memories passed before her eyes and her
tears streamed until they covered her cheeks.

Her heart burned for the days that had passed, her
youth that had gone and the effort that had been wasted
in vain.

She remembered family members that had passed |

away, friends who had left and neighbors who had
gone.

She straightened up, closed her album of memories and
looked at the wall of her room.

She remembered how she wanted to decorate it with
her wedding picture, and since tomorrow was her
wedding day, she would go to enlarge a picture that
unites her with her husband.

That is how her train of thought went; to try hard to fix
things with him so that she could have a clear
conscience.

She would prepare him a celebration to joyfully
celebrate both their wedding anniversary and his new
job. She hoped it would be a happy occasion and that
she can open a new page with him to achieve many
dreams. She hoped he would wake up from his stupor
and fix what he had ruined.

The sun of a new day rose and she went to work. On
her way back, she brought her wedding picture that she
had enlarged, wrapped in colorful papers, and tied with |
tight ribbons.

She put the picture on a faraway seat, waiting for a
happy celebration of their anniversary and the
beginning of a new era in their marriage. She prepared
the best food for him, dreaming about harmony
prevailing between them and that he would stay away
from his bad friends. She waited for him for a long
time before she heard his key turning to open the door.
She quickly got up and ran to him with arms wide
open, a wide smile on her face, eyes sparkling with joy
and dressed in new clothes.

He met her coolly as usual and she grabbed him by the
hand and pointed to the plate that she had prepared.
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He suddenly got mad at her without a reason, talked to
her harshly without reproach and insulted her without
manners.

She tried to calm him down like she usually did,
reminding him of their anniversary and his success in
his job.

She proceeded to point to where their wedding picture
was placed and said, “Open it to see—"

She did not get to complete the sentence, for he toppled
the picture to the ground, before he could ever see what
was in it, or pay attention to what she was happily trying
to say.

And here the world began turning beneath her feet, the
tears froze in her eyeballs and she fell on her knees to
the ground.

She looked at the scattered glass everywhere and let out
a loud cry. She could hear her heart beating loudly and
at the sight of the shattered picture, she broke down in
tears.

She then yelled at him, “I wanted you to sober up, go
down the right road and stop doing all things that I can't
stand. But our wedding picture was torn to shreds, the
bonds of love between us were severed and the fruits of
separation blossomed.”

She began to gather the remaining parts of the picture
that belonged to her, embracing them while moving the
glass away.

She refused to bow down anymore as the tears streamed
down her face and the candlelights dimmed

all around her. She said to him with deep sadness, “I
have decided to wake up, to end this road and to escape
from this deep well.”

He asked her surprised, “Where are you going to go?
Why won’t you stand by my side? Without me, you will
drown.”

He continued, “Is it because of a picture that you will
leave me lost? After you, I will sink and I will not be
able to go on all alone.”

She looked at him with sorrow on her face, a fire in her
heart and distraction taking over her mind.

Then she replied with heartbreak in her voice, “For your
sake, I defied all odds, and in return, I received the
harshest of punishments from you and lived through all
kinds of torments.”

“You did not fulfill your promise, you left me to suffer
after you and you made me bear some of your failures,"
she continued.

He tried to appease her, saying: “You have carried me
through heavy times, you have been my motivation to
succeed, and you have given me an aim to accomplish.”
She said, in exasperation: “I have tried to be your
family, to save you from your stumbles and guide you
when you have been misled. But my tenderness
deceived you, and you have been anything but grateful
for me, because you are really selfish”, and she looked
at the ground trying to stop her tears falling, so he pulled
her towards him, trying to appease her and said in a low
voice: “Do not I deserve a last chance?” She moved
away from him, shook her head in denial, saying: “It's
over... my vision has finally cleared, and I believe all
my suspicions now, and the expectations of all those
who blamed me came true. I will try to get through my
grief, and return to the only family I have got left and
everyone who turned against me.”

She went on pointing to her belly, her heart filled with
self-pity: “You beat me, caused me the abortion of my
child, and wasted my youth. Oh, you deprived me from
motherhood, for no sensible reason, and in every fight
we had, I ended up being wrong.”

He scoffed: “If I am that much terrible, and loaded you
over what you can bear, and deprived you of calm.” He
went on: “And if your life with me was miserable, and
you were falling behind, and wasted your life with me in
vain, then why do you keep our wedding picture? And
keep reminding yourself of our dreams and our
memories?”

She interrupted him sharply: “I am only taking what is
mine...”

She sighed, saying: I will get together what is left of me,
and go back to whom I have got left of my family, and
work hard for what is left of my career.

She looked at the door and said in a stifled voice: “T will
leave in the afternoon so I can smell some fresh air.”

He shouted in a hoarse voice: “Are you going to
continue your way on your own? And break your
promise to me? And deprive me of your sympathy?”

So she hastened to say: “Our paths were not the same,
we each went on our own, and the distance between us
was getting larger.”
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And she continued, saying: “Yes, we vowed to each
other to walk our way together, and you made me
believe that you would be strong for me, and I have
this much thought... You neglected me, left me to
overcome difficulties alone, and I fell into the
abyss.”

He thought for a while and called her: “My dear
wife, I did not deprive you of any of your rights, and
standing by my side was your duty, I thought my
presence with you was the reason for your
happiness.”

He added sympathetically: “Are you crying in vain
now? Have I become unwanted anymore for you?
Unloved? After all these years?”

She stared at him for a long time as if she was
actually seeing him for the first time and said:
“Do you know what your problem is? You
never feel wrong, never show your regret, and

you believe I will be lost without you.”

“She insisted on leaving and said, her crying
louder: You made me carry more than I could
bear, until I almost lost the way, and you were no
more a companion to me.”

He shouted, shaking her violently: “Tell me,
where are you going? Are you leaving to find
someone else? Tell me where you'll live after
your parents die, your two brothers get married,
and...”

She interrupted him and said firmly: “What made
you think that after this miserable life, I will be
searching for a new husband, and seeking the
bliss of a suffocating life?”

She went on to say: “Do not worry, I am not
going to an uncle or a relative of mine, staying
with you is impossible.”

They went silent, the place was quiet, and time
stopped, and it was time she drew the curtains of
oblivion.

HAPPY NEW YEAR!



N

@D ELITE

A/ WSS D 199

Vol.1, Issue 39, January

g [ e e s

HAPPY NEW YEAR!

e ——

IBN KHALDUN AND THE. FUTURE OF

Y/

POLITICAL SCIENCE

Dr. Mohamed Soffar, Professor of Political Science

-

s

-

According to German-American Political Scientist Eric
Voegelin, “The establishment of government is essentially an
essay on the creation of the world."

By this, he means that the cosmion, derived from the cosmos as

in the universe, is a small system arising from the midst of an
enormous frenzy of conflicting human desires, all whilst under
the pressure of destructive forces whether from the inside or the
outside. The function of this system is to provide man with a
safe haven that protects him from the threat of such hostile
forces and under which he could give his life some sort of
meaning.

Since the cosmion, or that small system, as a world of meaning,
is merely similar to the universe, then it is imaginary by nature.
This imagined nature is liable to discovery by individuals and
when it is discovered, the structure of the system immediately
collapses.

That is why the actual use of violence or simply the threat of its
possible usage is a determining tool to build the cosmos and
preserving it, whether in the face of internal outlaws or external
invaders.

The system of meanings or the cosmion is compromised of a
group of an interconnected set of political ideas. A political idea
is not one that acts as a tool to describe political reality but rather
to create it; that is the constructive or structural function of
language.

These ideas build or create political reality when they act as
guiding ideas to the structure, function and practices of the
ruling or governing institutions; thus the ruler's authority
becomes legitimate in the eyes of his subjects when said
authority bears the representative characteristic of the main ideas
guiding the work of the institutions of governance.
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Suppose, for example, that a certain family has its cultural
heritage determined by a popular legend about the one and only
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Translated by: Salma Tageldin

savior hero who is not only surrounded by the heavens' grace
and protection but whose steps are also guided by it.

Given that his decisions are hereby technically issued by a
supreme wisdom reflecting divine will, then the patriarchal
authority of the head of the family becomes legitimate and his
procedures enjoy acceptance by the other family members.
This is because they see such procedures as embodying in
their contents the directing or guiding idea of the savior hero.
Therefore, if we assume that one of the family's sons decided i
to take hold of the reigns of things and took control by ;’/
winning a vote that the family had set up within themselves, K

then his authority would still not be deemed legitimate by any
of the family members despite its soundness in terms of
the
representation of the family, as guiding ideas for this
institution, are of no value in the eyes of the same family's
other children. Plus, the son's authority and practices inside

legality. This is because the voting and legal

the family do not existentially represent the legend of the
savior hero.

The study of authority in the Islamic civilization, I believe, is
distributed among at least four traditions. The first is Islamic
jurisprudence or that of legal Islamic jurists, which is
essentially their own judgements and abilities to come up with
rules or policies for issues related to the ruler and the ruled
that had not been mentioned in any legal text. The second is
civic politics or political philosophy, which is attempts by
Islamic philosophers to employ the theoretical frameworks of
the Greek philosophers, especially Plato and Aristotle, for the
sake of studying political cases that are connected to the
reality and problems of Muslims in that age.

The third is Sultanistic literature or the politics of books,
which is based on the writings put forward by writers for the
sake of advising their rulers on the best ways of consolidating
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. the body is composed of different organs.

and maintaining his authority through a logical and ethical
framework. The fourth is the theory of Imamate or the politics
of theologians (theology) which is essentially research written
by Sunni theologians in response to statements presented by
various other Islamic sects concerning the issue of the
Imamate, though particularly to the Shi'ites since this is
considered a major principle of their religious creed.
Eventually, this research became one of the fixed chapters of
theology, although its original focus is on the essence of God,

His attributes and His actions.

The idea of the cosmion as an essay on the creation of the
world is most evident in Greek philosophy or classical political
science, as well as in Islamic political philosophy or civil
politics. For what is called the anthropological principle
prevailed in Plato and Aristotle's works, where the cosmion had
been based on the analogy of the city or the political existence
with man. The anthropological principle for Plato followed the
analogy between the city and the human soul, and it took the
form of "the city is man writ large."

Accordingly, the three classes that make up the city, the
philosophers, the auxiliaries, and the producers, are nothing but
a reflection of the three driving forces of the soul: the rational,
spirited and appetitive powers (reason, spirit and appetite).

This formulation of the principle represented the millstone of
Platonic political science. Meanwhile, the Aristotelian formula
for this same anthropological principle took form of an analogy
between the city and the body, which is a common
denominator between the non-speaking animal and the
speaking animal that is the human being.

Aristotle sees that the state is composed of several parts, just as
He likens the
existence of differences between the forms of government in
the state to the possible combinations of differences between

the types of organs — like sensory organs, organs for nutrition,
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and the organs of movement— and even differences in shapes
and forms between the same organs as in different mouths,
stomachs, hands and legs.

Seeing as the Aristotelian analogy is much more complex, the
state for him also consisted of a larger number of classes: the
farmers, the artisans and craftsmen, the traders and merchants,
the wealthy, the servants, and the rulers and judges.

Abu Nasr Al-Farabi was not the first philosopher in Islam —
Al-Kindi had preceded him— but he was the one who
introduced the Platonic traditions to the study of authority in the
Islamic cultural space. His contributions added a Platonic
character to Islamic political philosophy; for to the same extent
that Ibn Rushd (Averroes) was considered the greatest

commentator on Aristotle, Al-Farabi, too, focused extensively N, J..-""

on Plato. When the contemporary circumstances of his time and
place dictated him to write a book on politics, he explained
Plato's Republic rather than Aristotle’s Politics. Still, the
anthropological principle in its Aristotelian form found its way
to Al-Farabi's Opinions of the Inhabitants of the Virtuous City.
To Al-Farabi, the virtuous city is like the perfect body whose
organs cooperate for the sake of continuing and preserving the
life of an animal. Just as the body's organs differ in nature and
power, with one chief organ that is the heart, the components of
the city will also differ in their nature and forms with only one
human acting as its chief. Nevertheless, despite these
similarities between the body and the city, there still lies a
difference between them. This difference, in Al-Farabi's point of
view. is that the organs of the body perform their actions
instinctively, by virtue of their nature, while the actions of the
city's components emanate from will power.

Yet it seems that, in his other book, Civic Politics or Political
Regime, which is the mirror image of Opinions of the Virtuous
City, Al-Farabi had completely abandoned the anthropological
principle for the sake of building the structure of his book on
what can be called the cosmological or cosmic principle.
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Therefore, Al-Farabi sees that the parts of the city are
g interconnected, intertwined with each other, arranged by the
advancement of some and the delay of others; the city is
similar in this way of formation and arrangement to that of the
principles of existence, which start with the first cause and end
with matter and the elements. Just as beings begin with the first

|
1
| |

cause, we find that the city's first chief or its director also
comes at its head. Moreover, just as the degeneration of beings
in ranks of existence is caused by their distance from the first
cause, we find the same exact thing in the city's ranks, the
status of which declines also due to distance from the first
chief. In light of this constructive similarity between the ranks
of the vitreous city and the principles of existence, it is clear
that Civic Politics or Political Regime had a dual structure; for
it consists of a metaphysical part on the different types of
existence and their ranking, and a political part on the city and
its creation, composition and types. This structural parallel was
reflected in the book's
Regime (Civic Politics) or the Principles of Existence.

title as well as it had two titles: Political

It is generally understood that Abd-Al-Rahman Ibn Khaldun
had been educated from the early days of his life to become a
philosopher, and that he studied under the hands of his teacher,
al-Abli, chapters from the book of Remarks and Admonitions
by Ibn Sina (Avicenna), himself a student of al-Farabi. It is
also needless to mention that he had writings on philosophy
including his summarization of al-Razi's book A Summary of
the ideas of the earlier and later Scholars. However, Ibn
Khaldun had soon not only turned his back to philosophy, but
he also turned against it as only a madman would, and left it
without any intent of return. He even launched a vicious
campaign against it as Abu Hamed al-Ghazali had once done.
Such campaign is evident in one of the parts of chapter six
from his Mugaddimah and Kitab al-Ibar (Introduction and the
Book of Lessons), titled 'A refutation of philosophy and the
corruption of the students of philosophy'. Despite having left
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THE
MUQADDIMAH

INTRODUCTION TO HISTORY

ISLAMIC HISTORY

THE WORLIDD

the traditions of philosophy and having sought out wisdom in
the field of history instead, it appears that the traditions of
philosophy did not leave Ibn Khaldun. Rather, it branded his
approach to the science of civilization within the framework of
Kitab al-Ibar/the Book of Lessons. Unfortunately, though this
is something that begs for further elaboration, it does remain
outside the scope of this article.
Ibn Khaldun actually rose above from the anthropological
principle and the cosmological principle, which are, of course,
considered to be classical political philosophy, to what we may
call the theological or divine principle, as is clear from the
preamble of the introduction of his Kitab al-Ibar/Book of
Lessons. Here, the visual idea of the late Egyptian philosopher
Mahmoud Rajab offers us a helping hand in understanding
these archaeological shifts in the discourse of civic politics
among Muslim philosophers. The anthropological principle
makes the city a mirror reflective of either the soul according
to Plato, or the body according to Aristotle and al-Farabi in the
Virtuous City. As for the cosmological principle, it makes the
city a mirror reflective of the universe or of al-Farabi's
principles of existence explained in his Civic Politics/Political
Regime. In the same vein, the divine principle makes collective
human existence, human social organization/human sociology
or civilization—using Ibn Khaldun’s own expression— a
mirror reflecting the divine existence itself, nothing less than
that. It is worth noting that the image reflected in the mirror, as
Rajab mentions, is similar to the thing standing in front of the
.mirror and yet it is its opposite or reverse at the same time
It is clear from his Introduction/Muqaddimah’s list of contents
that its subject is human civilization, that is human social
organization or human sociology, with which autonomous
features/phenomena are linked and which still make up part of
the civilizational phenomenon. These features/phenomena are
political (authority, states, caliphate, and the royal sultanistic
ranks), economic (earning, pension, crafts) and cognitive
(science, knowledge and education). However, the preamble of
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the introduction, with its few lines, not only summarizes the
topic of the Introduction/Mugaddimah’s in a focused way, but
it also presents the civilizational phenomenon (human social
organization or human sociology) with its political, economic,
social and cultural dimensions as a reflection of a number of
divine attributes. If the heart is the mirror that reflects God for
the Sufi follower/disciple, then when it is subjected to

refinement by means of spiritual exercises and moral practices,
= it is as though Ibn Khaldun made the group, not the individual,
= the mirror reflecting the effect of the divine attributes. This, in
the opinion of the writer of these lines, is the core of the Sufi
impact on the socio-historical analysis of Ibn Khaldun; and this
is a matter that also needs further elaboration beyond the scope
of this article.

Therefore, we find that Ibn Khaldun starts his preamble with
praising God, "His are the most beautiful names and attributes."
From among these divine attributes, he focuses on three: power
("He is powerful and mighty. In His hand, he holds royal
authority and kingship"), knowledge ("His knowledge is such
that nothing, be it revealed in secret whispering or left unsaid,
remains strange to him"), and endurance ("He lasts and
endures. He is the Living One who does not die"). Civilization
comes, in its entirety and in its detail, is a mirror reflective of
these three divine attributes; for the All-Knowing and All-
Capable One "...created us from the earth as living, breathing
creatures. He made us settle on it as races and nations. From it,

===="He gave us sustenance and provisions." On the other hand came
WSSSSS= the historical or temporal collective human existence ("Time

wears us out. Our lives’ final terms, the dates of which have
been fixed for us in the Book of Destiny), claim us,") in
juxtaposition of the divine ever-lasting characteristic of God.
Nonetheless, the divine principle as a reflecting mirror
according to Ibn Khaldun is not limited to what came in the
preamble. We find that he ends each sub-chapter of his
introduction with an aphorism or, mostly, with a Quranic verse
about a divine attribute that fits the topic or the part of it that
this or that chapter deals with. This visual reflection of the
divine attributes provides a structural nature throughout the
entirety of the introduction, whether at the level of origins or
branches.

This divine principle, which constitutes the intellectual horizon
of the introduction to the Book of Lessons (Mugqaddimah Kitab
al-Ibar), allows us to determine the direction of the future in

political science at the present time, in terms of its subject and

purpose, its starting point and its goals. If the main topic of

classical political science is the search for the best form of

government as shown in al-Farabi's work; if human sociology

is, as it exists now, the subject of the science of civilization as
shown by Ibn Khaldun and if both of them were lovers of
wisdom and sought it within their respective field of

knowledge, then the human community as a reflective mirror of
God allows the combination of theses two levels of studying
the relations of authority. Therefore, the mirror image is
identical and opposite to the divine attributes reflected within it,
all at the same time. This is in terms of subject. In terms of
intent, the divine principle opens the door for everyone to

benefit from the origin of philosophical creativity, as Motaa
Safadi explains in his talk about the purpose of philosophizing
about Muslims. In Safadi's opinion, the task of Muslim
philosophers, from al-Farabi to al-Tawhidi, was to inspire the
truth of the missionary project in Islam (that is attempting to
reproduce the divine presence at the human level or to adorn
oneself with God's attributes as the Sufis say). Their task then is 4
also to work on translating this project into a system of
comprehensive rationality (i.e. to transform abstract theoretical
concepts into practical moral commandments). This would all
be for the sake of reproducing a cultural, political and economic
system for the entire world no less.

The belief system of political science will be represented
through Ibn Khaldun's creedal Ash’ari approach, which was
deduced by his divine principle. This will help make possible
what the late Philosopher Ali Sami al-Nashar aspired to, as he
saw that the Ash'ari is the last thing reached by a mind speaking
in the name of the Quran. al-Nashar also saw that what is
necessary for Muslims to do in order to continue what has been
cut off or abandoned from philosophical thinking is "to is to
adopt this doctrine in its entirety and develop it through the
ages, and according to the requirements of future generations.”
In his books Divine Signs, al-Tawhidi almost makes from Ibn
Khaldun's divine principle an experiment in the dual visual
between the worshiper and his creator, where each becomes a
mirror reflection of the other's image. Look at al-Tawhidi's
description of research on the oddities of the soul and the
universe: how it leads to the knowledge of God in terms of its
significance to Him, and how this knowledge of God leads to
knowing how it is His own marvelous creation.

Since this dual knowledge of the oddities of matters opens way
for clarification of the mysteries of the divine wisdom as well
as that of the divine destiny and for watching the streams of
divine will, then it leads —as is the goal of science — us to
reach a kind of monotheistic belief in God. God had singled
this out for "the notables of His worshippers and the flags of
His creation in His lan